
 

 

 

The Bridge Builder 
 St. Matthew’s Weekly News 

November 18-19, 2017 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Faith Alone       Grace Alone                   Scripture Alone 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Calling the Advent Army 

Many thanks to all the workers who joined us 
at the Advent Bee last Thursday night! We 
couldn't have done it without you. We would 
also like to thank Thrivent Financial for the 
grant to purchase supplies for this project.  
 
Mark your calendars for our Congregational       
Advent Day.  This year, Advent Day is sched-
uled for December 3, the First Sunday in      
Advent. During the Christian Education Hour, 
the children will attend an abbreviated Sunday 

School, then will join parents in the gym at 
about 10:00 am to make something great. 
Adults, come to the gym for fellowship and 
pick up the supplies for your family's project. 
This year's theme is "The Light of the World." 
The devotions will focus on the many names of 
Jesus in scripture.  

November Voters’ Meeting 

Please plan to attend the upcoming congrega-
tional voters’ meeting this Sunday, November 19 

at 11:30 am in the gym. 



 

 

GRACE, FAITH, SCRIPTURE & 
CHRIST ALONE... Issues, Etc. is a 
radio talk show and podcast hosted 
by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio 

in Collinsville, IL.  This week's topics include:  
The Estates of Church, Family and Govern-
ment, The Hymn "Wake, Awake, for Night is Fly-
ing," Church Architecture, The Final Judge-
ment, Esther, and more.  You can listen on-
demand at www.issuesetc.org and on the    
Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 
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Issues, Etc. Feed My Starving Children 

Mark the calendar and gas up the car! It's Feed My 
Starving Children time! Saturday, November 18 

from 9:00 am to 11:00 am, we’ll be packing meals 
at Feed My Starving Children, located at 555      
Exchange Court, Aurora.  We’ll plan to meet at  
the church at 8:00 am if you are interested in car-
pooling to Aurora.  Please sign up on the sheet 
provided on the bulletin board in the narthex, or 
call the Church Office at 630-257-5000 to reserve   
a slot(s). There are 20 slots available, so sign up 
quickly! 

Can You Help Our Congregation? 

The Leadership Council is still in need of a council 
secretary, as no member has volunteered since the 
recent elections. This requires attendance at only 
one meeting a month.  The secretary takes notes   
and compiles a written summary of each meeting.   
Please consider volunteering to serve in this       
capacity. If you are interested, contact Jim Selle 
and/or Pastor Mike. 

The weekly deadline for submission of Bridge Builder news items is Thursday at 9:00 am, 
unless otherwise noted. Place articles in the Church Office mailbox in the Communications 
Center, or e-mail them to office.stmatthewlemont@gmail.com. Write down event dates and 

times on the Church Office master calendar if you would like them included in the Bridge Builder’s 
monthly calendar. 

News From Cut ‘N Sew 

The Cut’N Sew group has been busy sewing 
quilts. We recently delivered 20 quilts to Living 
Waters Church in Morris, where they will be dis-
persed to the needy in the area, and 20 quilts were 
given to Daybreak Center in Joliet, which serves 
the homeless in the Joliet area. We are always 
looking for more help to make these beautiful 
quilts; feel free to join us at anytime! We are also 
in need of gently used bed sheets. Contact Nancy 
Kelly or Gail Rickert with any questions. 

New Address 

Please make note of Bernice Hunter’s new    
address.  Bernice is now residing at. . .  
 
Senior Star at Weber Place 
605 S. Edward Drive, Apt. 233 
Romeoville, IL 60446 

Pew Sisters Meeting Schedule 

Pew Sisters will not meet on the final Fridays of 
November and December. Instead, we’ll meet 
together on Friday, December 1 in the parson-

age at 7:00 pm for our Christmas party.  If you 
have never been able to come before, this is a 
great night to begin. Our Bible study is easy to 
join. Each session lasts just one night, so you 
can stop by any time and not feel lost. As an 
offering that night, try to bring new personal 
care items to donate to PADS homeless shel-
ter. The shelter tries to give each person who 
spends the night a fresh bag of toiletries. New, 
unopened travel sizes of soap, shampoo, con-
ditioner, lotion, combs, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes are needed.  See you December 1! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001txD57s1SxVp_73bh96tzv_4FRG0A15xRyrUIjsQ3cR9D8sQh1QJFy9UAhA_VocVVmSPMexxEvRYOQW8E08XtiU1btRR6e2qNZ42u-pjDHD_q1xoPtKHsxApJheMjyNZrov9RQ67a-_9FqnC8nUvJpk09ADT-5ZaJ7u-2IWwMW8g=&c=YrvPhHXMrIoduHVg9Nwmc8kyvMjRrf0id6VA9YVzUshv5jRaOKec6
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Glenna Cholakian 
Glenna Cholakian is transferring from Living Word Church in Orland Park where she was a mem-
ber for 24 years. Glenna was a teacher when she was first married and then worked downtown for 
Pat Ryan at the Shirley Ryan Arena on Northwestern University’s Campus in Chicago.  She was a 
member of the altar guild at her last church, enjoys reading, and has a little white dog named Zorro, 
who, as a puppy, had black circles around his eyes. Glenna likes to “go with the flow” and is enjoy-
ing attending St. Matthew Church. 

 
Debbie Halley 
Debbie lives in Romeoville.  She has worked at Joliet Junior College for 17 years, primarily with data 
bases.  She has one daughter, Amanda, who is married and lives in Naperville.  The joy of Debbie’s 
life is her granddaughter, Sofia, who turns 1 year old on November 22.  Debbie’s hobbies include 
genealogy and gardening.  She is passionate about collecting movies of Jesus and Christianity, and 
one of her favorites is a series called “Evidences for Creation” by Carl Baugh.  We are happy to have 
Debbie with us here at St. Matthew. 

 
Maureen and Ron Kolzow 

Maureen and Ron have been married 36 years. Originally from 
Illinois, they moved to Colorado 11 years ago when Ron retired.  
He worked at Argonne National Laboratory and other compa-
nies in the field of environmental compliance.  Maureen worked 
as an administrative assistant for 40 years.  They recently re-
turned to Illinois to be near their daughter Nicole and her family, 
who live in  LaGrange.   Maureen and Ron are the proud, loving 
grandparents of Madison, age 13,  and Jack, age 10.  Maureen 
and Ron enjoy traveling and keeping fit.  Maureen loves to sing 
and has settled in with St. Matthew’s  choir.  Ron is a World    
War II buff and has traveled to some battlefields in Europe.   One 
last note — in 2013 Maureen became a convert to Lutheranism 
from Roman Catholicism. We welcome them both to St. Matthew!  

 
 

New Faces at St. Matthew 

 

Shirley, originally from Wisconsin, and Wayne, originally from 
Pennsylvania, have lived in various places in the United States.  
They are blessed to have two sons, 6 grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren who are spread across the country.  Shirley and 
Wayne relocated to Lemont to be near one son who lives in 
Woodridge.   Shirley and Wayne love warmer climates, and they 
are presently soaking up the sun 930 miles away in Alabama.   
They plan on returning to Lemont for Easter.  In the meantime, 
we  hope they send some warm rays our way!! 

Shirley and Wayne Shoup 



 

 

The Staubus Family 
Noal and Amy Staubus, Logan, age 13, Lydia, age 
11, and Elizabeth age 9, are transferring from Con-
cordia Lutheran Church in Berwyn after 14 years of 
service. While at Concordia, Amy served on the 
Board of Education and was Director of Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School. Noal served as 
Church Council President and Financial Secretary. 
Amy works as an educator in the Darien Public 
School District. Noal works for a communications 
company and is currently working on his PhD.  The 
children have all become avid archers, enjoy racing 
their go-karts, camping, and anything related to the 
Ohio State Buckeyes.  The family also serves as a fos-
ter family for Lutheran Child and Family Services.  
They are excited to continue service in a new church 
home and hope to build new relationships at             
St. Matthew. 
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St. Matthew Landscape Changes 

As you may have heard after the church service re-

cently, there will be some visible changes to the 

landscape of our church grounds starting this coming 

week.   

 

The changes are the result of an extensive investiga-

tion to determine the cause of water leakage in the 

basement. It has been determined that, most proba-

bly, the leaks are a result of pressure from outside on 

the building’s foundation from the large tree roots 

encroaching on the church foundation’s  north wall  

of the sanctuary.  There is a similar situation involv-

ing tree roots below the two large evergreen trees on 

either side of the west main sanctuary entrance 

where cracking is visible at the base of the north 

side’s foundation wall.   

 

An exploratory trench will be dug along the west 

front sanctuary planter area to locate and repair any 

current cracking and leaking.  Bluder Tree Service 

of Lemont will be removing the two large trees and 

their roots which are located on the north side of the 

church facing Illinois Street.  In addition, our church 

landscaping company, Olde English Gardens, will 

be trenching and removing the two evergreen bushes 

at the sanctuary’s main entrance.   This will separate 

all the water-soaked soil build-up and drainage which 

has occurred over the course of the past 50-60 years, 

moving it away from the building itself and prevent-

ing future pressure build-up. 

 

Church Property is currently evaluating the possibil-

ity that the planters may be removed permanently and 

rebuilt in a new form this coming spring. This planter  

area would be replaced with a lower profile, newly 

designed space with built-in stone bench seating,  ac-

cent lighting, and use of quarry stone block to accent 

the historic features of St. Matthew Church.  These 

tasteful touches are in addition to solving our current 

foundation issues and preventing future foundation 

issues.  

 

Plan drawings and pricing will be developed over the 

winter months for evaluation by the Board of Church 

Property and the Leadership Council. Future updates 

will be shared with the congregation as more specif-

ics become available. If you have any questions, feel 

free to reach out to any of the Board of Church Prop-

erty committee members (Mark Brandner, Danny 

Crull, Mark LaChappell, or myself). Thank You!    

 

Terry Duffy,   Director of Church Property 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers This Month 

Those who are sick, recovering, in the hospital, or have other needs… (* new entry to list) 

Relatives and Friends: 

Mary Bayer   
Bill Bohm  
The Ferry Family 
Chris Giganti  
Carol Glaudell  
Dennis Kennedy 
Luke Krisciunas  
Joylyn Kure 
Al Latimer  

Lorma Alwes (S) 
Char Counter   
Jean Delgado  
Wanda Grabys (S) 
Bernice Hunter (S) 
Florence Kamholz (S) 
Dale Kramer 
Alec LaChappell (M) 

Ernest Langheld (S) 
Gladys Langheld (S) 
Grace Laskowski (S) 
Murph Leffler  
Jeannette Mueller (S) 
Alice Oikle (S) 
Marsha Reeves  * 
Elsie Schultz (S) 

Jordan Leffler 
Shalyn Martinek 
Joe Mottlow   
Frank Murphy  
Trevor O’Malley  *  
Dana Price 
Dorothy Rickert  
The Thode Family 
 

Members: (S=Shut-in, M=Military) 

Those celebrating anniversaries…  

Those celebrating birthdays... 

Melissa DeTamble Nov 16 
Krista Meyer Nov 17 
Kenneth Stocker Nov 17 
Rich Reiter Nov 18 

Note:  If you would like to include a specific individual on the weekly prayer list, you may call the office or fill out a 
prayer request card located in the narthex and place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the church office. If you need 
to extend someone’s length beyond one month due to a long-term prayer situation, please contact the church office. 

Dieter and Marge Michaelsen Nov 3, 1962 
Herbert and Candi Schmidt,Jr. Nov 3, 2012 
Christopher and Shannon Franchi Nov 8, 2014 
Ken and Nancy Kelly Nov 8, 1997 
Michael and Shellie Earnest Nov 14, 2003 

Altar Flowers to the Glory of God. . . And 
 

    In Thanksgiving to God for His Many Blessings to  
 St. Matthew Congregation  

Troy Samanich Nov 18 
Abbey Weeks Nov 19 
Jason Schiffman Nov 20 
Cathy Worch Nov 22 

David Intravaia Nov 23 
Laura Triebe Nov 25 
Janice Brandner Nov 29 
David Graczyk, Jr. Nov 29 
 

Kevin and Kathleen Shingler Nov 15, 1987 
William and Joyce Demitriu Nov 18, 1984 
Shawn and Stefanie Cutlip Nov 19, 2005 
Richard and Linda O’Connor Nov 21, 1970 
Joshua and Abby Crull Nov 24, 2007 
Allen and Andrea Skopec Nov 28, 1981 
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Offerings Received November 11-12, 2017 

General Fund Ministry Operations 
General Fund ................................................................................................................................. $2,507.00 
General Fund: Altar Flowers ............................................................................................................ $57.00 
General Fund: Confirmation Class (Walcamp Retreat) ........................................................... $1,035.00 
 
Total Offerings for Ministry Operations ................................................................................. $3,599.00 
Weekly Amount Needed for Budgeted Ministry Operations ............................................. $5,480.00 
 
Other Dedicated Funds—None 
 

Offerings Received for 2017 Ministry Operations 
Amount Needed for Budgeted Ministry Operations (approx. $5,480/wk) ...................... $246,600.00 
Amount Received for Ministry Operations ........................................................................... $201,717.51 
Budgeted Ministry Operations Balance ............................................................................... —44,882.49 
 

Totals In Worship 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 5:00 pm ........................................................ 27 
Sunday, November 12, 2017 9:00 am ........................................................ 45  

Total in Worship Last Weekend  ...................................................................... 72 

Worship Assistants 

Date Time Deacons Ushers Acolytes Greeters Altar Guild 

11/18/17 5PM Martin Deubler Mathew Deubler Alyssa Welko Andy Skopec 

Jill Beavers    
Marianne Leffler 

    Bob Klukas Samantha Welko     

11/19/17 9AM Mike Shackel   Kole Graczyk Kathy Henrikson 

    Jim Leffler   Evan Schiffman   

11/22/17 
Thanks. 7PM Mark Herman   Ella Gudgel Melanie Earnest JoAnn    

Leatherman 
Amber Cronin 
Liz Kroncke 

11/25/17 5PM Bob Klukas   Alexa Potaczek Gail Rickert 

    Mark Herman       

11/26/17 9AM Mike Shackel Josh Davis Elizabeth Hayes Ken/Nancy Kelly 

    Jim Leffler   Kaylee La Chappell   
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ST. MATTHEW EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
305 LEMONT STREET 
LEMONT, IL 60439 
 

St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
REV. MICHAEL GUDGEL, PASTOR 

JASON RANDALL, ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR 
DANA PRICE, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

ANNE DREVLOW, OFFICE ASSISTANT 
 
 

305 Lemont Street ♦ Lemont, IL 60439-3678 
(630) 257-5000 

 

 The church office is open varying hours Monday-Saturday. Please call ahead if you need assistance. 
 

Pastor’s E-mail: michael.gudgel@gmail.com 
Pastor’s Home Phone: 630-243-6588 

Church Office’s E-mail: office.stmatthewlemont@gmail.com 
Website: www.smlclemont.com 

 
Saturday Worship 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School, High School, and Adult Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 

The 

Bridge Builder 

Online Giving Available Through Web Site 

St. Matthew’s website, www.smlclemont.com, is set up to receive secure, online  

donations. Just click on the “Donate Now!” button on the home page, or scan this  

QR code with your smart phone to set up your account and make your weekly  

contribution. 

Reaching the lost and encouraging the found with the saving grace of Jesus Christ 


