
 

 

 

The Bridge Builder 
St. Matthew’s Weekly News 

 June 21, 2020 

third Sunday after pentecost 

Summer Sunday School 

Altar Flowers to the Glory of God . . . 

     . . . and in loving memory of Murph Leffler  
                  ~ by Marianne and Family 

This summer, our Sunday School students 
will explore 3 in 1: Discovering Our Triune God. 

Each of the weekly Bible stories helps students 
discover something about our triune God. We 
begin this week with “God Made Us: God Cre-
ates the World.” Students will learn how God the 
Father is the maker of heaven and earth. He 
made them and all creatures. Parents might 
ask, “How are we different from the rest of God’s 
creation?” 

A Note on Facebook Live-Stream on June 14 

     Our apologies for the failure of the Facebook 
live-stream last Sunday.  We believe it was some 
kind of WIFI issue.  The Board of Church Prop-
erty has made some adjustments, and we hope to 
be back in good form this week.  Also, remember, 
the Facebook feed will continue, even after we 
resume in-person worship.  It will look slightly 
different, due to camera positioning, but will re-
main an option when you are unable to attend 
service at St. Matthew in person. 
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Message from the Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
     We don't have a parking lot, but we have kindness. We don't have air-conditioning, but we have 
love. And we don't have handicap accessibility, but we have unity in Christ. I bring these things to 
your attention because they are great blessings that are easy to take for granted.  
 
     Over the last month, I have heard the voices of stressed-out church leaders from other congrega-
tions expressing the tensions experienced in their parishes. Throughout the Church, there are many 
opinions on how to safely get back to in-person worship services. Some believers think it should 
have happened many weeks ago, while others insist it shouldn't happen at all this year. Some 
churches have experienced division and strife as they try to figure this out. I am writing today to say 
THANK YOU to all of you for handling this in a kind and loving manner. All of us have opinions on 
how this should be done, and we are entitled to those opinions. But we have not let our varying 
opinions divide our church family. The Leadership Council has been working together in a most ex-
cellent way. I am so grateful for them and for all of you who have been praying for us, sharing your 
insights, and supporting our leadership during this unprecedented time.  
 
     I want to have a parking lot. And I want to have air-conditioning. And I really want to have 
handicap accessibility. But I wouldn't trade what we have — kindness and love and Christ-centered 
unity — for any of those. We have an amazingly blessed congregation that has survived many trials 
over the last century and a half and, by God's grace, will continue to survive and thrive with the 
Spirit-given gifts of kindness and love and unity in Christ.   
 
     Thousands of years ago, King David wrote, "How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 
unity!" (Psalm 133:1). What was true back then is still true today. It is good... it is pleasant... and it is 
a delightful blessing for brothers and sisters to dwell in unity! Let's keep working together — even 
when our opinions vary — for the sake of Christ and His Kingdom!   
 
In the Joy of Jesus, 
Pastor Mike Gudgel   

     We'd love to share the Lord's Supper with you on Sunday between 10:15 am and 11:00 am. Please 
join us for the service online, then come to church. We'll be forming two lines, wearing masks, and 
maintaining a safe distance. Please RSVP by Saturday morning to the church office via email 
(office.stmatthewlemont@gmail.com) or phone (630.257.5000).  
 
     Please note: We will not receive Holy Communion the next two weekends as we slowly transition 
back into modified versions of worshiping the Lord in His house. But if you are hungering for the 
gift of Christ in Communion during that time, please let me know. We can find a way to meet and to 
share in His gifts.  I can be reached via my cell phone, 708.253.5761. 

Holy Communion This Sunday,  June 21 

mailto:office.stmatthewlemont@gmail.com


 

 

News from the Leadership Council 
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“Better is one day in Your courts than a  
thousand elsewhere….” Psalm 84 

 

     Exciting news!  We are going to have TWO days in His courts at St. Matthew. 
 
     The Council has decided to bring back both Saturday and Sunday services, starting the weekend 
of June 27-28.  Both services will follow the same safety rules that were posted last week, and re-
peated here below.  We want to repeat that these rules are all in compliance with state and federal 
health agencies and our church insurance company.  We also want to emphasize that we will work 
to ease them and return as much “normalcy” as possible as soon as we safely can.  We are consult-
ing with other churches and looking for new ways to do this in the coming weeks. 
 
     We will follow an RSVP system for services, so when you call or e-mail the office, please specify 
which service you wish to attend.  If one fills up, you will have the option of selecting the other.  If 
you do not get onto the list, you will be guaranteed a spot the next week. 
 
     When you RSVP, please also give the number of people coming to the service. 
 
     We will not have assigned seating; however, seating will be socially distanced, well beyond the 
basic six feet recommended. 
 
     When you come into church, please proceed to an open seat as quickly as possible.  Deacons will 
usher us out at the end of the service. 
 
     We are looking forward to filling (partially, anyway) St. Matthew with our families again!  We are 
also looking forward to celebrating Communion again this Sunday after the Facebook live service. 
 
      More exciting news – Confirmation is set for Sunday, July 12.  Our young people will finally 
receive the recognition they have earned and celebrate.  With family considerations, this may mean 
limited space in church for that Sunday. 
 
     We are now just 9 days away from coming together again, and we still welcome and want your 
input as the day draws closer.  Please call or e-mail with any comments, concerns or ideas. 
 
~The Leadership Council 



 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers This Month 

Those who are sick, recovering, in the hospital, or have other needs…(* new entry to list) 

Jean Delgado 
Gertrud Deubler (S) 
Wanda Grabys (S) 
Dale Kramer 
 

Members  (S=Shut-in, M=Military) 

The Bridge Builder:  Page  4 

Grace Laskowski (S) 

Rich Reiter 
Don Remes * 
Elsie Schultz (S) 
Bob Welko 

Relatives and Friends 

Mary Bayer (S)  
Ruth Belsha 
Beth Coldwater 
Tony De La Cruz 
Mark Frerichs   
The Ferry Family, Missionaries 
Mike, Katy, and Carolyn Fry 
Sgt. David Gentile 
Donna Kilinskis 
Janet Kolzow 

Jim Kolzow 
Joylyn Kure (S)  
Rachel Meyer, 
   Missionary 
Nick Ostrander (M) 
Brody Roberts 
Daniel Schultz 
Marcy VanDenBerge 
Lisa Vedok 

 

Prayers for our Brothers and Sisters Around the World: 
Iraq, Ireland, Isle of Man, Israel 

Those Celebrating Birthdays 

Matthew Myers June 1 
Glenna Cholakian June 2 
Sarah Cryer June 2 
Karen Krieg June 2 
Tim Galos June 3 
Tracey Kupiec June 4 
Madison Scheitler June 4 
Gavin Burger June 5 
Miranda Neumann June 6 
Tracey Leffler June 7 
Michael Sakalas June 8 
Amanda Samanich June 8 
Susan Karneboge June 9 
Kylie Obbish June 9 
Morgan Rex June 9 

Tim Leffler, Sr. June 10 
Ella Gudgel June 11 
Becky Herman June 11 
Jeff Kowalski June 11 
Richard Panush June 11 
Brian Weck June 11 
Alan Meyer June 12 
Jacque Sternquist June 13 
Pat Wawrzyniec June 13 
Lois Mankowski June 15 
Joey Smith June 15 
Bob Welko June 15 
Marcel DeLaCruz June 16 
Tammy Lisk June 17 
Cameron Potazczek June 17

Those Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries 

Glenn and Kathy Henrikson June 2, 1990 
Jason and Janel Schiffman June 3, 2000 
Jason and Stephanie Randall June 10, 2018 
Rich and Mary Reiter June 11, 2001 
Ray and Deborah Rex June 12, 1993 

Mick and Linda Sourek June 13, 1970 
Brad and Allison Pharo June 19, 2004 
Kevin and Jenny Earnest June 20, 2008 
Tim and Tracey Leffler June 21, 1991 
Roger and Maryann Krieg June 27, 1987 
Tom and Sue Michael June 28, 1986 

Natalie Bort June 19 
Hayden Davis June 19 
Sherry DeLaCruz June 19 
Tish Kaatz June 19 
Michael Meyer June 19 
Elaine Clapper June 21 
Eric Eslinger June 21 
Norman Weck, Sr. June 21 
Sophia Teska June 22 
Deborah Rex June 24 
Ilse Ubert June 24 
Dieter Michaelsen June 25 
Ryan Haucke June 26 
Lauralyn Samanich June 26 
Scott Cutlip June 27 
Mark Herman June 28 
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Offerings Received for June 14,  2020 

General Fund and Ministry  
General Fund ................................................................................................................................. $1,895.00 
General Fund: Flowers Altar ............................................................................................................ $20.00 
 
Other Dedicated Funds 
Harvest Campaign ............................................................................................................................. $40.00 
 
Total Offerings for Ministry Operations ................................................................................ $1,915.00 
Weekly Amount Needed for Budgeted Ministry Operations ........................................ ..* $5,563.00  
 
Offerings Received for 2020 Ministry Operations 
Amount Needed for Budgeted Ministry Operations (approx. $5,563/wk) ..................... $133,512.00 
Amount Received for Ministry Operations ........................................................................... $113,328.86 
 

Gifts and Memorials 
In memory of Sandy Madsen to the General Fund ~ by George and Pat Scheel 

 
* The “Weekly Amount Needed” reflects the money needed to fully fund the church budget approved 
for 2020.  That budget was based on full, regular operations at St. Matthew.   The actual amount 
needed right now is somewhat less, since we have been able to reduce utility costs and general ex-
penses during the stay-at-home order.  Thank you for your continued faithful support. 
 

Online Giving Available On Our Website 

     St. Matthew’s website, www.smlclemont.com, is set up to receive secure, online do-

nations. Just click on the “Donate Now!” button in the upper right corner on the home 

page, or scan this QR code with your smart phone to set up your account and make a  

contribution. You can choose a one-time donation, or set up a recurring weekly or monthly credit 

card, debit card, checking account, or savings account donation. Choose “Create Profile” if you have 

never set up a login and password before.  If you would prefer us to set up recurring automatic giv-

ing for you, please contact the church office. 

 

     Electronic Givers:  Please remember to notify Dan Crull if your credit card information changes 

so that your contributions may continue to process electronically. We are charged a fee every time a 

credit card is declined. 
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St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
REVEREND MICHAEL GUDGEL, PASTOR 

JASON RANDALL, ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR 
DANA PRICE, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
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305 Lemont Street ♦ Lemont, IL 60439-3678 
(630) 257-5000 

 

The church office is open varying hours Monday-Saturday. Please call ahead if you need assistance. 
 

Pastor’s E-mail: michael.gudgel@gmail.com 
Church Office’s E-mail: office.stmatthewlemont@gmail.com 

Website: www.smlclemont.com 
Facebook: St. Matthew Lutheran Church— Lemont, IL 

 
Saturday Worship 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School, High School, and Adult Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 

The 

Bridge Builder 

Reaching the lost and encouraging the found with the saving grace of Jesus Christ 


