
 

 

 

The Bridge Builder 
St. Matthew’s Weekly News 

November 21-22, 2020 

Last Sunday of the church year 

Our next congregational voters meeting will be this coming Sunday, November 22 at 11:00 am. We 
will meet in the gym and also plan to stream the meeting on Zoom. Among the important items to 
be considered is the congregational budget for 2021. The proposed budget will be available for re-
view ahead of the meeting. As you know, the Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on St. 
Matthew's finances, and we are preparing for the possibility that 2021 may be even more of a chal-
lenge than 2020. But our faith is unshaken, and we know God can carry us through. Thank you for 
your continuing support of our ministry. We urge everyone who is able, plan to vote at this Novem-
ber meeting. If you have any questions leading up to the voters meeting, please do not hesitate to 
contact any member of the Leadership Council. 

Upcoming November Voters Meeting 

The Leadership Council is monitoring guidance from our governor regarding gathering in large groups. 
Please note that the limits from the governor and the Illinois Department of Public Health are not binding on 
religious services. This change took place in late May when the orders for worship services were changed 
from mandates to recommendations. Although our church does not have to limit the number of attendees, 
the Leadership Council sees wisdom in considering the IDPH's guidance and will continually reevaluate and 
adjust as needed. 
 

Please remember the following guidelines for attending in-person worship services: 
 

 Everyone must wear a mask inside the building. 

 Sit only in pews that are not roped off, and observe as much social distancing as possible. 

 No shaking hands or sharing the peace. 
      
If you feel even the slightest bit under the weather, do not come to church, but join worship via our Facebook 
live-stream. This applies to even a common cold.   
 

Please continue to pray for our state, our governor and our church. As always, if you have any questions, 
concerns, or ideas, please do not hesitate to reach out to the church office or any member of the Leadership 
Council.  

In-Person Worship Services 



 

 

Advent 2020: It’s Not What I Expected… 

Looking back at this year, many of us would echo 
these words. There have been celebrations deferred, 
and plans unmade, and sports unplayed. At times we 
have been afraid and lonely and downhearted and we 
struggle to hang on to something normal. 
 

One thing that is normal at St. Matthew is that we 
keep Advent. We light the candles week by week, we 
ready our hearts and homes for Jesus, and we try to 
take a few moments each day to read and meditate on 
God’s Word; this season our Advent project will lead 
us to consider words of the Savior that confuse us, 
and are not what we expected.  
 

You can pick up your puzzle pieces and your Advent 
Devotions on November 28th or 29th in the gym. On 
Saturday, November 28th you may stop by between 
9:00 am and 11:00 am or before and after Saturday 
night church. On Sunday, November 29th the projects 
will be available in the gym before and after service 
as well.  
 

The project is for all ages: It is not difficult or time-
consuming, and you are going to want this in your 
home! If you cannot pick it up, call the church office 
and leave your name and verify your address, and we 
will get it to you. 
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We will not have our traditional Advent Mid-
week services this year, but we will have 
something for you and your family. Light a 
candle, pull up a computer or tablet or phone 
and join us for "Candlelight Advent Devo-
tions." We'll sing a few hymns, listen to some 
Scripture, and hear a brief reflection on one of 
the readings. These mini-services will be held 
at 7:00pm on December 2, 9, 16 and will be 
broadcast over Facebook Live. In the darkness 
of this world, these interactive devotions will 
provide the hope and peace that is found in 
the Light of the World. We invite you to join us 
and ask you to invite a friend. In Christ, there 
is hope and peace for all.   

Candlelight Advent Devotions Christmas Poinsettias 

If you are interested in ordering a Christmas 
poinsettia for the altar this year, there is a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex or you can text/call Karen 
White at 630-920-3897 or email                        
karenswhite@hotmail.com.  The cost is $15 per 
poinsettia, and cash or check made payable to St. 
Matthew may be put in the offering plate or 
mailed directly to the church.  Please include the 
dedication/memorial you would like listed in the 
Bridge Builder.  If you have no specific dedica-
tion/memorial, please note that, and it will be 
listed ‘To the Glory of God.”  Orders are due by 

December 13.  Thank you for helping to make 
our altar even more beautiful as we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus!  

mailto:karenswhite@hotmail.com
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Sunday School News 

“The Passover Promise” is this week’s lesson 
about God’s establishment of the Passover.  God, 
through Moses, threatens one final plague—
worse than any previously experienced. Follow-
ing God’s instructions, the Israelites make careful 
preparations for the Passover, marking their 
doorposts with the blood of a lamb prepared for 
the feast. The final plague takes place at midnight 
as all the firstborn throughout Egypt die. The 
Egyptians hand over their valuables,, hastening 
the Israelites away. 

Copies of Portals of Prayer are available for 
pick-up. This publication costs St. Matthew 
$580 per year. To date, members have donated 
$25. If you enjoy this publication and would 
like to contribute, simply indicate “Portals of 
Prayer” on your payment. Contact the office if 
you would like a copy mailed to your home. 

Portals of Prayer 

Worship Assistants 

High School  Bible Study 

High School Bible Study will meet this Sunday 

morning at 10:15 am, following Sunday morning 
worship. Find us in the parsonage.  Come on in! 

We know Lemont grade schools have gone to re-
mote learning for the next few weeks, but we 
want to let you know, we still have in-person 
learning about Jesus for your children.      
     
We have put strict safety measures in place, in-
cluding: 
 

 Socially distanced seating.  We utilize the en-
tire sanctuary to spread out, and have dou-
bled the size of our classrooms. 

 We are masked up for the entire class period 
and have shortened that class period. 

 Windows are open! Yes, it may be a little 
chilly, but we can learn about the Bible with 
our coats on! 

 All classrooms are part of the church’s en-
hanced cleaning process. 

 

We welcome your children to join us every Sun-
day morning at 10:15 am!  If you have any ques-
tions, please call the church office. 

Sunday School Is Open!!! Asleep In Jesus 

St. Matthew member Betty VanDyke was called 
to her heavenly home on November 5, 2020. 
Services were conducted in Clermont, FL. 
 
Jack Cholakian, husband of St. Matthew member 
Glenna, was called to his heavenly home on 
November 12, 2020. A funeral service was held 
at Saints Joachim and Anne Armenian Apos-
tolic Church, Palos Heights, IL on November 
16, 2020.  

MORE TOPICS, MORE GUESTS, MORE JE-
SUS… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and pod-
cast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Col-
linsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken.  This week’s teachings include: Thanks-
giving in the Bible; The Lord’s Prayer Petition 
“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread;” God Con-
doning War & Killing in the Old Testament; 
The Book of 2 Peter and more.  You can listen at 
your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mo-
bile app and your 
favorite podcast 
provider.  

Issues, Etc. 

Date Time Deacons 

11/21/20 5PM Bob Klukas 

11/22/20 9AM Jim Selle 

      

11/25/20 7PM Mike Shackle 

      

11/28/20 5PM Bob Klukas 

11/29/20 9AM Jim Leffler 

BridgeBuilder Thanksgiving Deadline 

Please submit any articles for next weekend’s 
publication by Tuesday, November 24 at Noon. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gAGmWVEPTR69q9vEhW-wuL3nAqoh9GU8FUVh1IFrAQVtra2wBxOiV1kdvAV2tVbHsH0A1Ftxkes3dg9XLxa89-MRISCqy8hJkqJTfM9MoTsj9kpDaaadQOjGsahD7aB2VlWh6YhdMX1-gjglYN3H6Q==&c=MA4Wz6rgfxMjQW2-HGx6DjpA7HtaYWB0zUDFfeoYa9U0kP0M6Vsykw==&ch=rSQDdSxSqJ9Ie


 

 

Those Celebrating Birthdays 

Mary Bayer 
Family of Jack Cholakian, 
  husband of Glenna  
  Cholakian  * 
The Ferry Family,  
  Missionaries 
Donna Kalinskis 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers This Month 

Those who are sick, recovering, in the hospital, or have other needs…(* new entry to list) 

Jean Delgado 
Dale Kramer 
Gertrud Deubler (S) 
Wanda Grabys (S) 
Grace Laskowski (S) 
 

Members  (S=Shut-in, M=Military) 
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Ina Nathan  * 

Don Remes 
Elsie Schultz (S) 
Lee Welko   

Relatives and Friends 

Joylyn Kure 
Rachel Meyer, 
  Missionary 
Nick Ostrander (M)  
Family of Joseph Ramos, 
  brother of Jo Ann Leatherman  * 
Lisa Vedok 

Those Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries 

    

Prayers for our Brothers and Sisters Around the World 
Singapore, Sint Maarten, Slovakia, Slovenia 

Altar Flowers 

St. Matthew Prayer List 

If you would like to include a specific individual on the weekly prayer list, you may call the church office at 
630-257-5000 or fill out a prayer request card, located in the narthex, and place it in the offering plate or turn 
it in to the church office.  If you need to extend someone’s length beyond the first three weeks due to a long-
term prayer situation, please contact the church office. 

In thanksgiving to God for all of His blessings—St. Matthew Altar Guild 

Jason Schiffman Nov 20 
David Intravaia Nov 23 
Laura Triebe Nov 25 
Logan Staubus Nov 28 
Janice Brandner Nov 29 
David Graczyk, Jr. Nov 29 
Tenleigh Vedok Nov 29 
Fred Reeves Dec 1 
Don Remes Dec 1 
Carol Hamm Dec 2 
Martha Weck Dec 3 
Tori Baires Dec 4 

Elsie Schultz Dec 4 
Wayne Shoup Dec 4 
Bella Birk Dec 5 
Leah Henrikson Dec 5 
Colin Crane Dec 7 
Betty Boldt Dec 11 
Susan Nathan-Butt Dec 11 
Eric Deubler Dec 13 
Mike Shackel Dec 15 
Aidan Thomas Dec 15 
Mark Liset Dec 18 
Alex Braun Dec 19 

Dianne Jackson Dec 20 
Kevin Jensen Dec 20 
Noah Lisk Dec 20 
Denise Burger Dec 21 
Dean De La Cruz Dec 22 
Kelly Teska Dec 22 
Carl Filippelli Dec 25 
Kelly Jensen Dec 26 
John Boldt Jr. Dec 27 
Jack Bort Dec 28 
Jean Delgado Dec 28 
Anya Haucke Dec 30 

Bill and Joyce Demitriu  Nov 18, 1984 
Shawn and Stefanie Cutlip  Nov 19, 2005 
Richard O’Connor   Nov 21, 1970 
Joshua Crull    Nov 24, 2007 
Al and Andy Skopec  Nov 28, 1981 

Hillar and Sue Akk   Dec 5, 1993 
Wayne and Shirley Shoup  Dec 15, 1956 
Andy and Krysta Alongi  Dec 19, 2008 
Mark and Deanna LaChappell Dec 19, 2016 
Alberto and Rachel Gamez  Dec 30, 2011 



 

 

General Fund ................................................................................................................................. $3,032.00 
General Fund: Christmas Envelopes ............................................................................................... $75.00 
General Fund: Flowers Altar ............................................................................................................ $20.00 
General Fund: Midweek Advent Envelopes .................................................................................. $15.00 
General Fund: Sunday School .......................................................................................................... $13.00 
General Fund: Thanksgiving Envelopes ......................................................................................... $65.00 
 
Total Offerings for Ministry Operations ................................................................................. $3,220.00 
Weekly Amount Needed for Budgeted Ministry Operations ......................................... ..*$5,563.00  
 
Offerings Received for 2020 Ministry Operations 
Amount Needed for Budgeted Ministry Operations (approx. $5,563/wk) ...................... $255,898.00 
Amount Received for Ministry Operations ........................................................................... $214,380.89 

 
The “Weekly Amount Needed” reflects the money needed to fully fund the church budget approved 
for 2020. That budget was based on full, regular operations at St. Matthew. The actual amount 
needed right now is somewhat less, since we have been able to reduce utility costs and general   
expenses during the stay-at-home order. Thank you for your continued faithful support. 
 

Gifts and Memorials 
General Fund 

With sincere sympathy for the passing of Sharon Rohder’s husband, Bill and  
for the sudden passing of Glenna Cholakian’s husband, Jack ~ by Gen Sloman 

More Opportunities to Help 

Lemont Food Pantry  
c/o Lemont Township 
1115 Warner Avenue 
Lemont, Illinois 60439
  

Lemont Food Pantry  
c/o Bethany Lutheran Church 
500 Lemont Street 
Lemont, Illinois 60439  

Lemont Food Pantry  
c/o Lemont United Methodist Church 
25 W. Custer Street 
Lemont, Illinois 60439 
 

The churches of  Lemont have teamed up to support the needs 
of our Lemont neighbors with food and financial assistance.  If 
you are in need at this time, you can reach out by e-mailing 
lemontclergy@gmail.com. And if you are able to financially 
support this effort, you may make a donation through St. Mat-
thew designated:  "Lemont  Support".  A check may also be 
written, made payable to “Lemont Food Pantry” and mailed 
directly to any of the drop-off locations listed below. 

November 21-22, 2020                       The Bridge Builder:  Page 5 

Offerings Received for November 14-15, 2020  

Thank you for your continued financial support of St. Matthew.  Just a reminder that while we are 
finally, at least, partially back together at church, the crisis is not over, and we are a long way from 
“normal.”  The budget needs of the church remain, and there is still a financial struggle during this 
time.  Please remember that you can give any time online, or you can mail an offering to the church 
office.  Also, please remember to keep praying for the health of all in St. Matthew congregation. 

A Note About Stewardship 

mailto:lemontclergy@gmail.com


 

 

a weekly publication of 

ST. MATTHEW EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
305 LEMONT STREET 
LEMONT, IL 60439 

St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
REVEREND MICHAEL GUDGEL, PASTOR 

JASON RANDALL, ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR 
DANA PRICE, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

ANNE DREVLOW, OFFICE ASSISTANT 
 
 

305 Lemont Street ♦ Lemont, IL 60439-3678 
(630) 257-5000 

 

The church office is open varying hours Monday-Saturday. Please call ahead if you need assistance. 
 

Pastor’s E-mail: michael.gudgel@gmail.com 
Church Office’s E-mail: office.stmatthewlemont@gmail.com 

Website: www.smlclemont.com 
Facebook: St. Matthew Lutheran Church— Lemont, IL 

 
Saturday Worship 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School, High School, and Adult Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 

The 

Bridge Builder 

Reaching the lost and encouraging the found with the saving grace of Jesus Christ 

     St. Matthew’s website, www.smlclemont.com, is set up to receive secure, online do-

nations. Just click on the “Donate Now!” button in the upper right corner on the home 

page, or scan this QR code with your smart phone to set up your account and make a  

contribution. You can choose a one-time donation, or set up a recurring weekly or 

monthly credit card, debit card, checking account, or savings account donation. Choose “Create Pro-

file” if you have never set up a login and password before.  If you would prefer us to set up recur-

ring automatic giving for you, please contact the church office. 

     Electronic Givers:  Please remember to notify Dan Crull if your credit card information changes 

so that your contributions may continue to process electronically. We are charged a fee every time a 

credit card is declined. 

 

Online Giving Available On Our Website 


