
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Pastor Mike Gudgel 
305 Lemont Street 

Lemont, Illinois 
630.257.5000 

www.smlclemont.com 
 

Thanksgiving Eve 
November 25, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

A Day of National Thanksgiving is an honored tradition in this nation. But thankfulness to God is something that 
transcends national borders and the boundaries of time. God’s people should always be thankful people, for 
they know what great things He has done and continues to do for them. In Martin Luther’s explanation of the First 
Article of the Creed, he states that in response to God’s great gifts, it is the Christian’s “duty to thank and praise, 
serve and obey Him.” May God empower us to carry out duty every day – thanking Him, praising Him, serving 
Him, and obeying Him! 
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PRELUDE 

“For the Fruits of His Creation” ............................................................................................................. C. Neville 

 

THE BELL AND THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

 The Gathering  

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. Matthew 28:18-20 
 

Pastor:  Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1 
 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”  ...................................................................................................... LSB 892 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: God has graciously given us everything we need for this life, yet we often fail to give Him thanks. 
We take for granted the abundant blessings He has poured into our lives. We have hungered for 
more and more, rather than being content with what He has given. Let us turn back to the Lord with 
broken and contrite hearts, seeking His forgiveness for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ.  

 
 

 Silence for reflection and confession. 
 
 

Pastor: Dear Heavenly Father,  
People: we confess that we have received Your good gifts without returning thanks. We have grumbled 

and complained instead of being content with Your gifts of daily bread. Have mercy on us, O 
God, forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in Your good gifts and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given many good gifts to you, and the greatest of all is His beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus has died and is risen for you and your salvation. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen.  
 

Pastor:  Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever!  Psalm 107:1 

 

“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” ...................................................................................................... LSB 806 
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Tune and text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001314 
 

 

 The Word  

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

 

 Silence is kept. 
 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we, Your unworthy servants, give You humble and hearty thanks 
for all the goodness and loving-kindness that You bestow on us. We praise You for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life. But above all, we bless You for Your boundless love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. We implore You to give us a right understanding of all Your mercies that our hearts 
may ever be deeply thankful and that we may show forth Your praise with both our lips and our 
lives. Direct our lives in ways of holiness and righteousness all our days that we may enjoy the 
testimony of a good conscience and the hope of Your favor, be sustained and comforted in every 
time of trouble, and finally be received into Your everlasting kingdom; through Christ Jesus, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen.  
 



4 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Deuteronomy 8:1-10 

(A call to remember the goodness of the Lord) 
 

“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. And you shall remember the 
whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, 
testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled 
you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he 
might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the 
mouth of the LORD. Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. Know 
then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the 
commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the LORD your God is 
bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and 
hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a 
land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and 
out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for 
the good land he has given you.” (ESV) 
 

Pastor:  Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1 

 

PSALM  Psalm 67:1-7 

(The earth has yielded its increase; thanks be to God!) 
 

Pastor: May God be gracious to us and bless us 
People: and make his face to shine upon us, 
 

Pastor: that Your way may be known on earth, 
People: Your saving power among all nations. 
 

Pastor: Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
People: let all the peoples praise You! 
 

Pastor: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
People: for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
 

Pastor: Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
People: let all the peoples praise you! 
 

Pastor: The earth has yielded its increase; 
People: God, our God, shall bless us. 
 

Pastor: God shall bless us; 
People: let all the ends of the earth fear him! (ESV) 
 

Pastor:    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
People:   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
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EPISTLE  1 Timothy 2:1-4 

(Prayers of thanksgiving should be made for all people.)  
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (ESV) 
 

Pastor:  Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1 
 

GOSPEL  Luke 17:11-19 

(One leper of ten healed shows gratitude to Jesus.) 
 

On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a 
village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went 
they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, 
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” (ESV) 
 

Pastor:  Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1 
 

THE CONFESSSION OF FAITH 

Pastor: What is the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, 

ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also 
gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 
and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only 
out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it 
is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 
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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” ..................................................................................................................... LSB 809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain. Tune: Public domain 
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SERMON “New Mercies Every Day” ..................................................................................... Lamentations 3:1-24 
 

Lamentations 3:1-18 
1 I am the man who has seen affliction 
    under the rod of His wrath; 
2 He has driven and brought me 
    into darkness without any light; 
3 surely against me He turns His hand 
    again and again the whole day long. 
4 He has made my flesh and my skin waste away; 
    He has broken my bones; 
5 He has besieged and enveloped me 
    with bitterness and tribulation; 
6 He has made me dwell in darkness 
    like the dead of long ago. 
7 He has walled me about so that I cannot escape; 
    He has made my chains heavy; 
8 though I call and cry for help, 
    He shuts out my prayer; 
9 He has blocked my ways with blocks of stones; 
    He has made my paths crooked. 
10 He is a bear lying in wait for me, 
    a lion in hiding; 
11 He turned aside my steps and tore me to pieces; 
    He has made me desolate; 
12 He bent His bow and set me 
    as a target for His arrow. 
13 He drove into my kidneys 
    the arrows of His quiver; 
14 I have become the laughingstock of all peoples, 
    the object of their taunts all day long. 
15 He has filled me with bitterness; 
    He has sated me with wormwood. 
16 He has made my teeth grind on gravel, 
    and made me cower in ashes; 
17 my soul is bereft of peace; 
    I have forgotten what happiness is; 
18 so I say, “My endurance has perished; 
    so has my hope from the LORD.” 
 

19 Remember my affliction and my wanderings, 
    the wormwood and the gall! 
20 My soul continually remembers it 
    and is bowed down within me. 
21 But this I call to mind, 
    and therefore I have hope: 
 

22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 
    His mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; 
    great is Your faithfulness. 
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
    “therefore I will hope in Him.” 



8 
 

 Prayers of Thanks  
 

THANKSGIVING PRAYERS and  THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. Matthew 6:9-13 

 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 
People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Oh give thanks unto the Lord for He is good 
People:   for His steadfast love endures forever! Psalm 107:1 
 

“For the Fruits of His Creation” ............................................................................................................... LSB 894 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001314. Tune: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE “Pastorale in F” ................................................................................................................... J. S. Bach 


